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Prepared  in  the  Division  of  Wildlife  Sefuges 


The  Bureau,  of  3iolorico.l  Survey  adninisters  the  Sullys  Hill  National 
Gane  Preserve,  ITorth  Dakota  primarily  to  maintain  exhibition  herds  of  "big- 
game  animals  where  they  can  "bo  viowod  "by  tiic  puclic  for  educational  pur- 
poses; and  to  furnish  rocrcational  facilities  for  tourists  and  residents 
of  the  s"arroundin<3  region;  but  also  to  provide  a  refuge  for  mi£:ratory  and 
resident  "birds  and  other  wildlife  (plate  l). 

'The  refuge  manager  stationed  at  the  preserve  cares  for  the  "big-game 
animals  and  other  v.'ildlifo  and  conducts  visitors  to  various  points  of 
interest.   The  preserve  is  open  throughout  the  year,  and  although  camping 
facilities  have  not  been  fully  developed,  a  tract  within  the  area  sur- 


roundirig  Sweetv/ater  LaJce  has  been  fenced  off 
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picnic  purposes,  Tnere 


shelters,  a  rest  house,  and  playgrounds  with  equipment  are  available  to 
visitors.  Du.ring  the  calendar  yea,r  ended  December  31,  1939,  a  total  of 
20,175  persons  visited  the  preserve  to  picnic  and  to  sec  the  big-gane  ani- 
mals. 

The  area  is  readily  accesEible  to  tourists  oy   the  Burtness  Scenic 
Highway;  by  rail  ci^er  the  3-reat  Northern  and  the  Soo  lines  to  the  town 
of  Devils  Laire  (l5  miles  north  of  the  preserve),  and  thence  by  road;  by 
rail  over  the  Great  Northern  P.ailroad  to  Port  Totton  Station,  and  thence 
by  road.  The  game  preserve  is  a  picturesque  forested  tract  bordering  on 
Devils  Lake,  1  mile  northeast  of  the  Port  Totton  Indian  School.  Wesley 
D.  Parker  is  the  refuge  manager  in  charge.  His  pcst-officc  address  is 
Port  Totton,  N.  Dcik. 

Pstablis}L-..c!nt 

The  Sullys  Hill  National  Game  Preserve  was  set  aside  originally  as  a 
national  park  by  Presidential  rroclaiiiation  of  June  2,  1904  (33  Stat.  2568), 
under  act  of  Congress  approved  April  27,  1904  (33  Stat.  322).   It  was  r.ade 
a  big-game  preserve  by  act  of  Congress  of  June  30,  1914  (3S  Stat.  433),  and 


1/  Supersedes  Wildlife  Research  and  Management  Leaflet  llo.  61  issued 
by  the  Bureau  of  Biological  Survey  under  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
in  July  193G. 


was  jointly  administered  as  a   national  park  and  game  preserve  "by  the  De- 
partments of  the  Interior  and  Agriculture,  By   Executive  order  of  December 
22,    1921,  it  \iras  made  a  refuge  for  birds  also,  thus  affording  protection 
to  all  forms  of  bird  a.nd  marrajal  life  within  the  area. 

By  act  of  Corif;ress  approved  March  3,  1931  (46  Stat.  1509),  the  Sullys 
Hill  Preserve  v&s   definitely  eliminated  from  the  national -park  system  and 
turned  o'cer  to  the  Department  of  Agriculture  £/  for  administration  as  a 
game  preserve,  refugs,  and  breeding  ground  for  v/ild  animals  and  birds. 

In  1931  it  was  enlarged  to  include  214  acres  of  adjacent  reliction 
land,  uncovered  by  the  recession  of  Devils  Lake.  The  total  area  of  the  pre- 
serve is  now  994  .acres.  Sullys  Hill,  the  high  point  of  the  preserve  and 
the  surrounding  region,  has  an  elevation  of  about  400  feet  above  the  water 
level  of  the  lake. 

In  1916  a  700-acre  tract  v;aB  enclosed  v;ith  an  89-inch  heavy  woven-wire, 
big-gajp.c  fence,  and  within  this  area  smo.ll  herds  of  buffaloes,  elk,  and  deer 
are  maintained.   In  March  191?,  the  first  animals  for  the  preserve,  15  elk, 
(plate  2)  were  received  from  Yellow st on. .■)•  IMational  Park  (Gardiner,  Mont.), 
and,  in  the  same  year,  a  herd  of  4  white-tailed  deer  (plate  l),  was  obtained 
from  the  Agricu-ltural  Experiment  Station  at  Fargo,  N.  Dak..  A  herd  of  6 
buffaloes  (plate  2)  v/as  presented  "by   the  City  Park  authorities  of  Portland, 
Oreg,,  a,nd  arrived  in  October  1918. 

During  the  winter  it  is  necessary  to  feed  the  gajne  animals  as  there  is 
not  sufficient  range  to  provide  year-round  forage.  Prom  time  to  time  a  few 
surplus  animals  are  removed  from  the  preserve  to  prevent  overgrazing  and  to 
avoid  excessive  feeding  in  v;inter. 

At  the  close  of  the  calendar  year  1939  the  big-game  animals  at  Sullys 
Hill  consisted  of  12  buffaloes,  11  elk,  and  15  white-tailed  deer.  Efforts 
have  been  made  to  maintain  antelopes  there  also,  but  the  area  is  evidently 
not  adapted  for  the  animals.  In  1925,  3  antelopes  were  placed  on  the  pre- 
serve and_  by  1930  their  numbers  ha.d  increased  to  20,  but  they  gradually 
sickened  and  dieo.  so  that  now  there  are  none  there, 

A  fev;  Canada  geese  (plate  2)  breed  in  semicaptivity  on  this  preserve, 
and  during  the  spring  and  fall  migrations  their  numbers  are  augmented  by 
migrant  geese  and  other  waterfov/l.   Various  species  of  upland  game  and  in- 
sectivorous birds  frequent  the  refuge. 

Historic  Interest 

The  region  about  Sullys  Kill  is  rich  in  historic  interest  and  even 
prehistoric  associations.  During  the  early  part  of  the  nineteenth  century 
and  continuing  into  the  sixties,  it  was  the  objective  of  many  military 


2/ Under  Reorganization  Flan  L^o.  II  (53  Stat.  1431),  the  Bureau  of 
Biological  Survey  was  transferred  from  the  Department  of  Agriculture  to 
the  DeiDartment  of  the  Interior,  effective  July  1,  1939, 


and  trading  expeditions.  Sen^ral  Alfrsd  Sully,  fcr  vhor:  the  hill  was  narisd, 
successfully  conducted  a  campaign  against  hostile  Indians  in  the  region, 

OTHER  ^JISAS  JiAIHTAIJIED  FHIMAHILY  FOR  3IG-&;J^  ANII'lALS 

Sullys  Hill  is  1  of  13  ^rane  preserves,  refuges,  or  ranges  (descrilDcd 
in  Biological  Survey  KinieC;jrcphed  '/fildlifa  Leaflet  3S--95)  naintained  oir 
the  Biological  Survey  primarily  for  North  American  'big-'iajno  animals  but 
on  v;hich  all  v;ild  animaln  and  "birds  r.re  protected,  except  predators  and 
rodents  v/hen  it  bccoinos  necessary  to  control  their  injurious  activities. 
The  other  12  areas,  the  first  Z  of  which,  as  well  as  Sullys  Hill,  are  en- 
closed with  big-gaDie  fencei^,  are  ar  follova: 

ITa.tional  Bison  Hango ,  Mont.  (I8,f:41  acres). — The  principal  species  on 
this  area  are  bison,  elk,  Rocky  fountain  bighorn  (mountain  sheep),  Lmle  deer 
(sometimes  called  black-tailed  deer),  and  v;hi to- tailed  deer. 

'Jichi  ta  Mountains '/v'ildlif?  Refuge,  Ckla .  (61,4S0  acres).  — On  this  r  e  f- 
uge  are  herds  of  bison,  elk,  Texas  Icnghornr^. ,  and  numerous  v;hite-tailed  deer. 
This  refuge  is  dedicated  especially  to  research  on  wildlife. 

Rort  Niobrara  Ilatioral  Wildlife  Refuge,  JTebr.  (18,63?  acres). — Bison 
and  elk,  and  a  few  white-tafwlad  d:..er,  tnule  deer,  and  Texas  longhorns  arc  on 
this  preserve  (described  in  Biologjical  Survey  mimeographed  leaflet  BS-1C9) , 

I'Tation.?,!  51k  Refuge,  ^''yo .  (25,755  acres)  . — A  v/inter  feeding  groiuid  for 
elk  of  the  soutliorn  Tcllnwatono  herd. 

Hart  Mountain  I"atio::al  Antelope  Refuge,  Grog.  (222,038  acres). — Main- 
tained primarily  for  antelopes,  but  inhabited  also  oy  mule  door,  and  stocked 
with  a  band  of  Rocky  Mo'-uitain  bighorns  (described  in  U.  S,  L'ept.  Agr.  Misc. 
Pub.  355). 

Sheldon  Ifatioral  Antelope  Rofugo,  ITcv.  (34,325  acres). — Besides  the 
antelopes,  this  refuge  sTipporta  m'.iny  nule  doer. 

Charles  Sheldon  Antelope  Range,  ITev,  (547,000  acre?). — Although  chiefly 
an  antelope  range,  many  mule  deer  also  are  found  hers. 

Desert  Gar-ie  Range,  I'ev.  (2,022,000  acres). — The  principal  species  on 
this  range  is  Kelson's,  or  the  desert,  bighorn.  Other  species  arc  mule 
deer  and  elk. 

rort  Pock  Oa-o  Range,  Mo::.t.  (970,000  acres)  .—White-tailed  and  mule 
deer  and  some  antelopes  frequent  this  area. 

Kofa  and  Cabcza  Frieta  C-a.Tie  Ranges,  Aris.  (561,120  and  866,850  acres). — 
The  Gaiilard  bighorn  is  the  principal  species  on  thxose  ranges;  others  in- 
clude antelope,  peccary,  mule  deer  and  Crambel's  quail. 


Nunivak  iNTational  Vfildlife  Eeitige,  Alaska  (1,111,000  acre?.). — On  this 
refuge  are  nnisk  oxen,  carilDoiis,  and  reindeer;  also  foxes  and  other  fur- 
"bea-ring  animals. 

On  the  Sheldon  ITational  Antelope  Refuge  and  the  Charles  Sheldon  Ante- 
lope Range  in  Hevada,  and  the  National  Elk  Refuge  in  'ifyoming,  as  well  as 
on  the  Hart  Mountain  Hational  Antelope  Refuge,  Oi-cgon,  is  also  found  the 
sage  grouse,  or,  sage  hen,  a.  species  that  has  "been  fast  disappearing.  The 
protection  afforded  this  species  on  those  national  wildlife  refuges  should 
result  in  its  increase  and  restoration, 

'.'Jildlifo  and  Todoral  property  on  these  hig-garnc  refuges  and  ranges 
are  protected  hy  Federal  lav/s  and  regulations,  copies  of  which  may  he  oh- 
tainod  from  the  Bureau  of  Biological  Survey,  Dopyrtment  of  the  Interior, 
Washington,  D,  C, 
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